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Chriſtian Reader, 


P Oraſmuch as it pleaſed God, in the 
E Courſe of his Providence, to caſt 
my Lot where Dr. Watts's Pſalms 
were in great Eſteem, I did for 4 
Seaſon, comply with the People, in 
worſhipiris God with thoſe Compoſutes ; but 
foraſmuch as I knew that the Comniandmetit of 

| God, and not the Practice of Men, is the funda- 
| mental Reaſon of all true and acceptableWorſhip, 
this put me upon ſearching, whether it was law- 

ful to fing theſe Pſalms, but upon the moſt 
diligent ſearching of the Scriptures, ' earneſt 
Prayer to God, and reading of the Reaſons 

Dr. Watts lays down, in his long Preface to. his 


Who hath required this at your Hand Thus 
88 A 2 was 


Plalms; I could find no Anſwer to the Queſtion, 8 5 12 


( iv ) 

was my Conſcience alarmed, and 1 arraigned 
and convicted, as a guilty Criminal at the Bar 
of Conſcience, becauſe I could find no Precept 
for the Reaſon of my Practice; but notwithftand- 
ing all this, I ſtill for a Seaſon, out of the Fear 
of Man, (with Shame and Bluſhing be it ſpoken) | 
went on ; till at laſt the Lord threatened me, with 
removing thoſe Gifts for the Miniſtry, which he 
had beſtowed upon me. Upon this, (his Grace 
ſetting in with it) I was brought to this Reſolu- 
tion, to worſhipGod with Scripture Pſalms and 
Hymns only, and of Conſequence to throw aſide 
thoſe compoſed by Dr. Watts. This made a 
great Stir in the Congregation where I then was, 
and it was made a principal Objection, againſt my 
Miniſtry there, (with ſome) and one ſpecial Reaſon 
of my Remove from them; but I had Peace in my 
own Soul in what I had done, and have often 
fince bleſſed God, who g gave me Repentance for 
my Sin on that Account : Moreover, my Soul 
has been ſtrengthened in this Matter, by that 
Word, Rev. «ii. 10. Becauſe thou haſt kept the 
Mord of ny Patience, 1 alſo will keep thee from the 

Hour of Temptation, which ſhall come upon all the 

: World, to try them which dwell upon the Earth. 
By t this the Lord ſhewed me, that it is not only 
my Duty, but my Safety, to keep cloſe to his 
Fans in Obedience to  Jelys Chriſt, in all 

Things. 

The Things we have laboured to prove in 

| theſe pers, are — firſt, that the Matter. f and. 


Senſe of Sits RA WT 

fit for Chriſlian Pſalmody, becauſe it is the Word "I 
of God; and God has commanded us to. ware 
ſhip him with thoſe Pſalms and Hymns, and | 
Spiritual Songs. Secondly, That it is therefors 
unlawful to fing Dr. Watts's Compoſures, be- 


1 


cauſe he has profeſſedly ſet them up in Oppoſition 
to the Word and Commandment of God, for he 
ſays, © I am bold to maintain the great Princi- 
ple on which my preſent Work. is founded: 


< Earth, or an Angel from Heaven, ould 
« tranſlate David, and keep cloſe to the Senſe 
e of the inſpired Author, &c. it could never 
* make the fitteſt Pſalm- Book for a Chriſtian 
< People.” Pref. p. 27. And here I do ſolema: 
ly appeal to the Conſcience of every Man, elpte 
cially to Chriſtian Teachers, as we muſt anſwer 
it, at the great Tribunal of Jeſus Chriſt, how it 
can be lawful to bring a Book into the Warſhip 
of God, that is founded upon ſuch a principle. 
As to my Reaſons for making theſe Things pubs 
lick, 1 do ſolemnly declare, as in the Preſence. of 
\ God, that. ſo far as I know my own Heart, there 
is nothing but the Fear of God has moved me td 
it; for the very Word and Commandment; A ow 

God, is openly ſpoken againſt and:oppaled, and 

ſhould 1 not as openly appear in the Defence 
thereof? For the Queſtion is not, whether this, 

of that, or the other, Tranſlation: f Dawe's 
Pſalms, be the moſt fit for Chriſtian, Plalmodyy 
1 Weder he rer Wen of e 
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and Senſe of David's Pſalms, or Dr. Ward's 


Compoſures, be the moſt fit for Chriſtian Pſal- 


mody ? Moreover, as I have been myſelf en- 


tangled, and drawn into Sin by theſe human Com- 
poſures, Love ought to conſtrain me to this 
Work ; and if my Brethren render Hatred fot 
my Love, I ſhall only fare as the Maſter of the 
Houſe has done: But if it will pleaſe his Majeſty, 
to ſmile upon this Attempt, to throw down hu- 
man Traditions, and bleſs it but to one Soul, all 
the Labour and Pains I have taken, ſhall be abun- 
dantly recompenced ; for, F any of you do err from 
the Truth, and one convert him; Let bim know, that 
be which converteth the Sinner from the Error of bis 
Way, ſhall ſave a Soul from Death, and fhall hide a 


Multitude of Sins. Jam. v. 19, 20. Now. Chril- 


tian Reader, may the Lord open thine Under. 
ſtanding to know the Truth, and to receive it in 
the Love thereof; for whoſo deſpiſetb the Word, 


ſhall be deſtroyed : but be that feareth the Command- 


ment, ſhall be rewarded. Prov. xiit. 13. Eternal 
Life by Jeſus Chriſt, and a willing Subjection of Soul 
to the Commandment of God, are inſeparably connect. 
ed togelber. John xiv. 21, 23. On the other Hand, 


Eternal Death and Oppoſition to the Commandmeiit 
of God. Who will render to every Man according 10 


bis Deeds; to them who by patient Continuance in well. 
doing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and Immortality ; 
eternal Life: But nnto them that are contentions, and 
do not obey the Truth, but, obry Unrighteouſneſs, I 
dignation and Wrath ; Tribulation and Anpuifh, pelt 


; every Soul of: Man that doth Evil, of the Few fiſh, | 
REA 


and alſo of the Gentile, Rom. ii. 6, 7, 8, 9 
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Wherefore Ca r1sT1ANns. ought to worſhip 
GOD in Singing his Praiſes, &c. 


7 5 H E great God of Heaven and Earth, has 
informed us by his Word and Providen- 
ces, that the fundamental Cauſe, of his 
Wrath and Diſpleaſure, is, Diſobedience 
— to his Command; hence the great Pro- 
phet of the Church teaches us, how that that Seruant, 
which knew his Lord's Will, and prepared not himſalſ, 
neither did according to his I ill, ſhall be beaten with many. 
Stripes. Luke xii. 47. — Now, for as much as jt is be- 
come a Debate, whether we ought to worſhip God in 
ſinging his Praiſes with human Compoſures, or the Mate, 
ter and Senſe of David's Pſalms, we therefore who pro- 
feſs ourſelves to be the Servants of the great God, and 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ought to enquire what his Will, 
is, in this Matter. Is it the Will of God, that I hould- 
worſhip him, by ſinging the Pſalms of David, or human 
Compoſures? for the Will and Commandment of God, | 
ig the governing Point, and fundamental Reaſon of all 
tzue Worſhip, or true Religion; therefore I am ręſalced, 
_ ; , by 25 


r 
by the Grace of God helping me, to act in this Point of 
Religion, according to the Cominandment of God, Well 
then, what is the Command and Will of my God in 
this Matter ? Has he commanded me, or has he not, to 
worſhip him, by finging human Compoſures? No; my 
God has not commanded me to worſhip him by ſinging 
human Compoſures, therefore I may not do it, becauſe 
nothing is to be done in God's Worfhip, but what he 
has commanded ; for it is written, thou Halt not add. 
Deut. xii. 32. And that there is no Command, for 
worſhiping God with human Compoſures, Dr. Vatis 
tacitly confeſſes; his Words are, ** Blefſed be God, we 
cc are not confined to the Words of any Man in our 
< publick Solemnities.” See Preface to his Hymns, 
This is an open Acknowledgment, that there is no 
Command for ſinging the Words of Man, human Com- 
poſures; for if there was, we ſhould be confined to do 
it. Well then, ſeeing 1 know it is the Will of God, 
that I ſhould not do any thing in his Worſhip, but only 
what he has commanded me, and there is no Command 
for finging human Compoſures, therefore F may not do 
it, becauſe that Servant which knows his Lord's Will, 
ent dots not aft according to it, fhall be beaten with many 
Stripes, Was not Nadab and Abihu puniſhed with Death, 
by Fire from the Lord, for doing that in God's Warſhip,' 
hich he had not commanded them. Levit. x. 1, 2. Was 
ab? the difobrdient Prophet ſlain by 4 Lim. 1 Kings xili. 
Seeing then, that I may not ſing human Compoſures,' 
becauſe God has not commanded it; what has he com- 
manded me to ſing.? Why, the great God, and our 
Lord jeſus Chriſt, by his Spirit in the Prophets, has 
made a ſufficient, and plentiful Proviſion, for this Part 
of divide Worſhip, in that diyine Collection of heaven- 
ly Pſalms, and Hymns, and Spiritual Songs, contained 
in the Book of Pfalms, which Book is the Production of 


* giving 


(-9) 
divine and infinite Wiſdom, which book contains in i; 
every Part of the everlaſting Goſpel of Salvation, which 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles preached ; this Book is full 
of Jeſus Chriſt; the Doctrines of his Divinity, Perſona- 
lity, Atonement, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion; and coming 
to judgment, and it is the Will and Commandment” 6f 
the great God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that his 
Church ſhould worſhip him, by ſinging theſe Pſalms; 
as it is written, Is any merry? let him ſing Pſalms. Jam, 
v. 13. Moreover, Hezekiah the King, and the Princes, 
rommanded the Levites, to fing Praiſes unto the Lord; with 
the Words of David and Aſaph the Seer. 2 Chron. 
xxix. 30. Bee alſo Pſal, ev. 2. Moreover, Dr. Watts 
tacitly confeſſes, that God has commanded us Chrif- 
tians, to worſhip God, by ſinging theſe Pſalms. + His 
Words are: © 1 confeſs it is not unlawful nor abſurd, 
« &c: to ſing any Part of the Jewiſh Pſalm-Book, and 
<& conſider it metely as the Word of God.“ See Pre» 
face to his Pſalms, p. 11. Now, if it be not unlawful 
nor abſurd, to ſing any part of David's Plalms in God's 
Worſhip, it is becauſe God has commanded: me fo to 
do; for it is both unlawful, and abſurd, to do any _ 
in God's Worſhip, which he has not commanded) bes 
cauſe God is my Creator, Father, and Maſter;; arid 1 
am his Creature, Child, and Servant. Seeing then it is 
ſo plainly, and manifeſtly the Will, and Commandment 
of God, that T ſhould worſhip him, by ſinging the 
Matter and Senfe of David's Pſalms, and not human 
Compoſutes; how can I, how dare I; lay afide this 
divine Provifion, to take up with human Hymns, which 
he has not commanded. me to ſing. Well, I ay, how 
can I do this, without coming under the ſevers Threats 
ning of the ſacred Text, Luke xii, 47. That Servant 
which knew hit Lord's Mill, and prepared not himſelf 
neither did according to bis 3 be beaten with e 
ad * 


©. By 

ny Stripes. Numb. xv. 30, 31. But the Soul that doth 
ought preſumptuouſly, (whether he be born in the Land, or 
a Stranger) the ſame reproacheth the Lord; and that Soul 
ſhall be cut off from among his People, becauſe he hath de- 
ſpiſed the Mord of the Lord, and hath broken his Com- 
mandment ; that Soul ſhall utterly be cut M; his Iniquity 
ſhall be upon bim. Therefore, ſeeing it is the Command 
of God, that I ſhould worſhip him by ſinging his own 
Word, David's Pſalms, I believe we ought to ſing 
the Matter and Senſe of theſe Pſalms, or a mere Tranſ- 
lation of the Hebrew Text into Enzli/b, or the national 
Language where the Church of Chriſt is gathered, for 
our Lord and his Apoſtles preached no other Goſpel, but 
the very ſame, identical Goſpel, contained in the Pſalms 
of David, as may be ſeen by any Man, that compares 
David's Pſalms, and the New Teſtament together ; and 
ſurely that Doctrine, which was the ſubject Matter of 
our Lord's and his Apoſtles preaching, muſt needs be the 
fitteſt Matter for Chriſtian Pſalmody; and if I cleave to, 
and worſhip God, by ſinging the Matter and Senſe of 
David's Plalms, I do at the very ſame Inſtant, and Mo- 
meat of 'Time, worſhip God by ſinging the New Teſta- 
ment Goſpel, which the Apoſtles preached. 

Having therefore ſeen, that the Will and Command- 
ment of God, is the fundamental Reaſon and Rule of all 
true Worſhip, and that it is his Will and Command- 
ment, that we ſhould worſhip him, by ſinging the Mat- 
ter and Senſe of David's Pſalms, 1 ſhall in the next 
Place ſhew, wherefore I cannot worſhip God, by 
ſinging the Pſalms and Hymns compoſed by Dr. Watts; 
but firſt, let it be premiſed, that the very ſame, identical 
Goſpel, both in Matter and Senſe, and frequently'in 
Style and Words, is contained in the Pfalms of David, 
as in the New Teſtament, this is manifeſt, by comparing 
* together, Pſal, ii. 7. with Adds xili. 38. Heb, 


i. 5. 


«© 
i. 5. v. $. Again, compare Fſal. xlv. 6, 7. with Hab. 
i. 1 9. and P/al. cii, 25, 26, 27. with Hab. i. 10, 17, 
Compare P/al, cx. 1. with Heb. i. 13. Mat. xxii. 
3 Pſal. xvi. 10. with Ads ii. 27. xiii. 
35. Compare P/al. xxxii. I, 2. with Rom. iv. 7, 8. 
Thus it is manifeſt, that there is frequently the very 
ſame Style, and Words, in the New Teſtament, as in 
David's Pſalms ; but always, where the Goſpel is treat- 
ed of, the very ſame, identical, Goſpel Matter and Senſe, - 
and it muſt needs be ſo, becauſe Jeſus Chriſt, David, 
and the Apoſtles, all ſpake by one and the ſame Spirit of 
Truth, 2 Cor. iv. 13. 1 Pet. i. 11. 2 Sam. xxiii. 2. 
This one Thing being premiſed, we ſhall ſhew, where- - 
fore we cannot uſe Dr. Jatts's Pſalms, or Hymns, in 
God's Worſhip. I cannot ſerve two Maſters whoſe | 
Wills fland oppoſed to each other, Mat. vi. 24. but the 
Wiſdom, and Will of Dr. Watts, in his Books, which 
he calls a ſufficient Proviſion for Chriſtian Pſalmody, 
ſtands in direct Oppoſition to the Wiſdom and Will of 
God; therefore I cannot uſe. this Author's Pſalms, or 
Hymns, in the Worſhip of God; for if I ſerve God, 1 
muſt of Neceſſity, cleave to, and abide by, his Wiſ. 
dom, his Will, his Commandment; and then, of una - 
voidable Conſequence, I muſt reject every Work that 
oppoſes. Now, that the very Reaſon and Foundation, 
on which this Author proceeds, in his Work, is directly 
oppoſite to the Wiſdom and Will of God, we ſhall: 
make manifeſt, N 
The Wiſdom of God bas thought it moſt fit, and 
therefore commanded the Chriſtian Church, to worſhip 
him, by ſinging his Praiſes, with the preciſe Matter of 
the Hebrew  Plalter, the Word of God, the Words of 
David and Aſaph the Seer. 2 Chron. xxix. 30. Jam. v. 
13. But, in direct Oppoſition to the Wiſdom and: 
n of God, this Author affirms, “ that the 
1 Hebrew 
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t. Hebrew Pfalter, (and to be ſure the Hebrew Plaſter ig 
$ the. Word of the living God) is very improper to be 
ce the preciſe. Matter, and Style of our Songs, in a 
5 Chriſtian Church.“ See his Preface to David's Pſalms 
imitated, p. 17. He adds; „ am bold to maintain the 
te great Principle on Which my preſent Work is found - 
«ed; and that is, that if the brighteſt Genius on 
6 Earth, or an Angel from Heaven, ſhogld tranſlate 
% David, and keep cloſe to the Senfe and Style of the in - 
ce fpired Author, &c. it could never make the fitteſt 
te Pfalm-Book for a Chriſtian People.” Pag. 26. Ibid. 

Thus it appears plain, and manifeſt; that the great 
Principle on which this Author proceeds, is directly op- 
poſite to the Command of God. God ſays, the Hebrew 
Pſalter is the moſt fit Pſalm- Book for Chriſtians, but 
this Author riſes up againſt God, and fays, No, the 
Matter and Senſe of the Hebrew Pſalter, is not the fitteſt 
Pfaln-Book for Chriſtians ; therefore, E muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity reject this Author's Pfalms, and Hymns, if I ſerve 
God, berattſe no Man tan ſerve tun Maſters ; for 
either be will hate the one, and love the other; or elſe he 
will hold to the one, and deſpiſe the other, Mat. vi. 24. But 
this Author's Oppoſition to the Will of God, will fur- 
ther appear, if we conſider a few Things. 

1. Let us conſider, how reproachfully he treats the 
Word of God, and the inſpired Author, David; for he 
affirms,: that © where the. Jetuiſbꝰ Pſalmiſt ſeems to 
c mean the Goſpel, but he was not able to ſpeak it 
« plain, by reaſon of the Infancy of that Diſpenſation, 
te and longs for the Aid of a Chriſtian Poet.“ See Pre. 


face wo his Pſalass, p. 8. 


But did not the Zewifb pfalmiſt, [peak by the Spirit of 
infinite Wiſdom and Power, 2 Sam. xxiii. 2. Did he 
noti alſo, by the Spirit of the Lord, ſpeak the Goſpel 
pany! where he meant aaa wa for all the Words of 

Wi jw 5 
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Wiſdin's Miuth are plain tb him that PET rr 

Prov. vii. 8, 9, Is it not then à Reprodch to the in · 
ſpired Author, to ſay he was not able t6 the Gof- 
pel plain, without the Aid of a Chriftiatt bet? Again, 
we are commanded by the Apoſtle of our Lord Jeſus 
Chiift, ſaying, Let the Word of Chriſt dwell in you Fithly 
in all Miſaum; teaching, and admoniſhing ane antothers, in 
Pſalms, and Hymns, and Spiritual Songs. Col. ili. 16. 
But this Author, in direct Oppoſition to the Apoſtle, 
teaches us, to object againſt, and revile the Words of 
Chriſt, his Words are, (Does every menial Servant in 
ce the Aſſembly know, how to uſe theſe Words devoutly, 
« (vizs) ben I receiue the Congregation, I toi judge 
e #prightly. Pfal. Ixxv. 2. A bow of Steal is broken by 
e nun- Arms. As ſoon as thty hear mez they ſpall alex 
cc c. Pſal. xvii: 34. 44. Would I encourage 'a Pariſſi 
5 Clerk to ſtand up in the Midſt of a Country Chuſch - 
c ind bid all the People join with his Words, (i. ente 
% Words of Jeſus Chriſt) and fay, I with. praiſe thee. 
« 1p A Pſaltery, or I will-open my dark Sayiiig gon the 
« Harp.” p. 13- +— He goes on with this Deiſtical Rane 
againſt God, and the Words of his Holineſs,» and ſays, | 
In all Places I have kept my grand Deſign in views: * | 
6 and that is, to teach my Author to ſpeak: like a Chri- 
5 ftian, for why ſhould I now addreſs God my Saviour 
„in a Song with burnt Sacrifices of Fatlings, and wit 
<< the Incenſe of Rams; why ſhould I pray to be 
e ſprinkled: with Hyſſop, Sc. why ſhould 1 bind 4 
« Sacrifice with Cords to the Horns of an Altar.? 
Prefate to his Pſalms, p. 19. Thus we'ſee that the — 
mand of God, to ſing Praiſes, with the Words of David; 
and Aſaphꝭ the Seer, ſtand for nothing with this Author; 
except it be to manifeſt his Enmity againſt God, and the 
Words of his Holineſs; = Oh fad! where will this end 
Again; the Wiſdom of God has commanded; and! 
| 0 re- 
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practically, departed from the antient Senſe and Mean- 


EW 4 
recommended, the Words of the inſpired Writings, as 
the only and the beſt Matter, for all Chriſtian Churches, 
to worſhip God with; but this Author's Wiſdom calls 
this Command of God a fond Opinion: His Words are, 


* Some pretend it is but a juſt Reſpect for the holy 


« Scriptures, for they have imbibed a fond Opinion, 
< from their very Childhood, that nothing is to be ſung ' 
4 at Church but the inſpired Writings.” See og 
10 his Pſalms, p. 8. 

Again, the Apoſtle ſays, that whatſcever Things were 
written aforetime, were written for our Learning. Rom. 
XV. 4. But this Author affirms, in direct Oppoſition to 
the Apoſtle, that there are a thouſand Lines in it, 
« (viz. David's Pſalm-Book) which were not made for 
« a Church in our Days to aſſume as its own.“ See 
Preface to his Hymns, p. 6. — Again, the Wiſdom: of 
God has declared, that the Matter and Senſe of David's 
Pſalms is, to. the Chriſtian Religion, as a Light that 
Hineth in a dark Place. 2 Pet. i. 19, 20, 21. But, in di- 
rect Oppoſition to this Wiſdom of.God, and the Expe-' 
rience of all the Saints, this Author ſuggeſts, that the 
Matter, and Senſe of David's Pſalms, darkens our Re- 
ligion; his Words are, © Others maintain that a ſtrict 
it and ſcrupulous Confinement to the Senſe of the Ori- 
c ginal, is neceſſary to do Juſtice to the Royal Author, 
« &c, Such a meer Tranſlation of all his Verſe. into 
« Exgliſt, to be ſung in our Worſhip, ſeems to darken 
our Religion. See Preface to his Fſalns, p. 9. 


Thus we ſee, how reproachfully this Author treats the 


Word of God, and the inſpired Author Dauid. Is this 
the Way to Heaven? Is this the Way to pleaſe God? 
2. The Matter and Senſe. of this Author's Pſalms, 
and Hymns, is oppoſite to the Wiſdom, and Com- 
mand ment of God, becauſe he has both profeſſedly, and 


ing 
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Pride; are faithleſs to the Cauſe of God, c. Theſe 
Things are manifeſt, by comparing this Author's Prac- 
tice, and Doctrine, with the Word of God, and the 
Practice of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and his Apoſtles. 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, did 
not feed the Church with groundleſs Suppoſitions, but 
according to that apoſtolical Precept, 1 Pet. iv. 11, they 
ſpate as the Oracles of God, were very curious and exact 
every where, in ſtriving to expreſs the antient Senſe and 
Meaning of David, and the Prophets; for they ſaid 
none other Things than thoſe which the Prophets and Moſes 
did ſay. Acts xxvi. 22. — But this Author, being 
led by another Spirit, ſays, I have not been ſo curious 
cc and exact in ſtriving every where, to expreſs the an- 
cc tient Senſe and Meaning of Dauid; but have rather 
<« expreſſed myſelf, as I may ſuppoſe David would have 
ce done, had he lived in the Days of Chriſtianity.” See 


Preface to his Pſalms, p. 18. To be ſure, this Author is 
far enough from the antient Senſe of David, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, where he ſubſtitutes King William, or King 
George the Firſt, in the room of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
as the Subject Matter of our Song in God's Worſhip. ' 
See his 75th Pſalm compared with Dawid's 75th Pſalm. 


As to this Author's taking the Liberty to ſuppoſe, con- 


trary to the expreſs Teſtimony of God, Pfal. xxxiii. 11. 


Ja. xxxi. 2. that David would have ſpoken otherwiſe. 
than he did, let his own Pen defcribe the Nature of his 
groundleſs Suppoſition; Ah-me! where roves my 
« Fancy ! what kind Dreams crowd with ſweet Vio- 


& lence on my waking Mind! perhaps Illufion. all.“ 


See Lyric Poems, p. 267. — Again, the Matter and Senſe 


of this Author's | Pſalms, is oppoſite to the Word of 
God ; for Inſtance, the ſubject Matter which the Wiſ- 


dom 


ing of the Word of God; and he himſelf onkel, 
that the Songs of his framing, are. ſpoiled by curſed ' 
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dom of God has provided for Chriſtian Pſalmody, is the 
everlaſting Goſpel, Kingdom, and Government, of out 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; as it is written, ben I (ſays Chriſt) - 
Hall receive the Congregation, I will judge uprightly, The 
Earth and all the Inhabitants thereof are diſſelved : I Bear 
up the Pillars of it. Pſal. Ixxv. 2, 3. But this Author's 
Wiſdom rejects the ſubject Matter of this Song; and ſub- 
| ſtitutes in the room of it, a Song, which is neither Law, 
[ nor Goſpel, nor Truth, but a falſe Declaration con- 
I cerning King William, or King George the Firſt: Hig 


Hh Words are, (ſpeaking to God concerning King Wil. 
| liam, &c.) | 
&« He from thy Hand received his Crown, 
1 « And ſware to rule by wholeſome Laws; 
. | &« His Foot ſhall tread the Oppreſſor down, 
{ « His Arm defend the righteous Cauſe.” . 
ij Pal. Ixxv. Watts's, 
4 


But how ſhall a dead Man's Foot tread the Oppreſſor 

1 down ? — How ſhall a dead Man's Arm defend the 
; righteous Cauſe ? Is this Doctrine Law? Is it Goſpel ? 
| Is it Truth? Thus we ſee, this Author having rejected 
the Matter and Senſe of the Hebrew Pſalter, the Goſpel 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſubſtitutes in the room of it, 
Rottenneſs and Corruption; ſo that there is as much 
Difference between the ſubje& Matter and Senſe of this 
Author's Songs, and thoſe which the Wiſdom of God. 
has provided for Chriſtians, as there is between our 
Lord Jeſus in Heaven, and King IFiliam in Weftminſter- 
Abbey. Obj. But ought we not to bleſs God for the glo—-— 
rious Revolution by King William, &c. True, we 
ought ; but the Queſtion is, whether [Jeſus Chriſt, or 
King #illiam, be the fitteſt ſubject · matter of aur Songs 
in God's Worſhip ? — Again, this Author confeſſes ta 
God, 


7 
etz) — 
God, that curſed Pride, has ſpoiled all his "Perforididn- 
ces; that the Songs of his framing 'are faſthleſs to tho 


Cauſe of God — and rob God; his Wann e YT 
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| Stanza vi. | 
But Pride, that buſy Sin, 
Ppoils alt that I perfomm — 
Curs' Pride that ereeps ſecurely in, 4 2 
75 "An ſwells 4 Keef W 03 © 


3 by Seas V m. 
The very Ten, I frame 
Alre faithleſs to thy Cauſe, - 
And ſteal the Honours of thy Name, 
Io build their own Applauſe. - | - 
; Song entitled Sincere A p 45. Hr. Porn 


Thus we 2 FOR U nene and Senſs; of this 
Author's Pſalms, or Hymns, is directly oppoſite to the 
Word of God, for the Songs of the Hebrew Plalter, are 
pure and holy, but this Author confeſſes, that his are 
ſpoiled by curſed Pride; the Songs of the Hebreto Pfalter, 
are the faithful; and excellent Word of God but the 
Songs of this Author's Pfalter, he confeſſes, are the 
faithleſs Word of Man. Now ſhould I be fo ſtupid, as_ 
to throw away the Matter, and Senſe of the-Hebreto 
Pſalter; which God has commanded me to worſhip him 
with, and inſtead thereof, bring into God's 'Worthip, 
Songs-which their own Author confeſſes, are ſpoiled by 
his own curſed Pride, = are faithlefs to the Cauſe of God, 
and ſteal the Honouts of God's Name; how can God 

be-pleaſed with faithleſs Songs; ſeeing it is written, with-- 
aut Faith it it impoſſible to pleaſ® him, Heb. xi. 6. Ob 


e left I trar-you in Pitcth, __ 
and _ 


Ci . 
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and there be none to deliver, Plal, I. 22. — 3. This, Ku- 
| thor's. Oppoſition to the Will and Commandment of 
God, appears in the End propoſed, for the Wiſdom pf 
God teaches us, that the chief Deſign of Pſalmody, and 
all Worſhip, is, Obedience to his Voice; for to obey is 
better than ſacrifice, 1 Sam. xv. 22, 23. But this Author, 
in direct Oppoſition to God, teaches,' that the chief 
Deſign of Pſalmody is, © that we ſhould repreſent our 
« own Senſe of Things in Singing, and. addreſs our- 
tc {elves to God, expreſſing our n Caſe.” See Pre- 
face to his Pſalms, p. 10. Moreover, is not this a direct 
oppoſition to Ta, lviii. 13. laſt Words. And alſo Num. 
xv. 38. Seek not after your-own Heart ; moreover the 
Abſurdity, as alſo: the Impoſſibility of this Author's chief 
End, is ſufficiently manifeſted, by Mr. P:4e, in his Pre- 
face to his Pſalms, for how can it be poſſible for any 
Church to addreſs themſelves to God, in one and the 
ſame Pſalm, or Hymn, and yet every one expreſs their 
own Caſe, ſeeing it is well known, that the Frames, 
and Circumſtances, of true Believers are ſo various, to 
ſay nothing of the Tares that are mingled with the 
Wheat? Thus it is manifeſt, that the Wiſdom, and 
Will of this Author, ſtands in diradt Oppoſition ta the 
- Wiſdom, and Will of God, (I.) In the great Principle 
on which his Work is founded, (viz.) mat the very 
Word of God, the Matter, 'and- Senſe of the Habrew 


(2. ) In bs 3 79 of th Word of God, | 
and the inſpired Author. (3,) Inxthe Matter and Senſe 
of his Compoſures. (4+) In the end propoſed. (.) 
And laſtly, he tacitly confeſſes, that there is no Com- 
mand, for ſinging his Compoſures, in the Wonſhip af 
God, for he ſays, . Bleſſed: be God; we are bunt gon 
fined 10 the Word of any Man in our publick Solem- 
« ities.” See; Prface-to bis Hymns, Seeing then that 
. | — this 


—— — 


—— ß 
—ñ———łͤñkk. — 


79 Sa 
MINE ++. Andes in dire Opposition t 
the Wiſdom of God, the only Queſtion that remains, is 
this; ſhall 1 hate this Author, and love God, or 
ſhall L hate God, and lobe this Author? Shalf 1 fold 
to this Author, and deſpiſe God, or ſhalt I Bold to God, 
and deſpiſe this Author? One of theſe 1 nut do; for 
no Man can ſerve two ſuch Maſters, for tither he twill Bate 
the one, and love the other, ar elſe he'will hold to the one, 
and deſpiſe the other, Mat. vi. 24. Whethir it be right, in 
the Sight of God, to hearken unto Man, mort than unto God, 
let any Man judge, &&s iv. 19. Moreover, our Godly 
Forefathers, and Martyrs of Jeſus Chrift, believed that 
the Matter and Senſe of the Hebrew Pfalter, is the moſt 
ptoper and fit for Chriſtian Pſalmody, as appears. by theit 
own Words, and Dr. Mattis Confeſſion. They ſay, 
& Our Devotion is beſt ſecufed where the Matter and 
& Words are of immediate divine Inſpiration, and to us 
« David's Pſalms ſeem plainly intended by thoſe Terms 
& of Pſalms aud Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, which the 
4e Apoſtle uſeth,” Epb. v. 1 Col. ii. 16. {theſe Hymns 
&c. cannot intend human, eee, becauſe human 
Hymns are the Words of Man, but theſe are the 
Word: of Chrift.) „ The Tranſlation which is now 
6 put into thy Hands, cometh neareſt to the Ori ginal 
« of any that we have ſeen, &c. that we thought, 5 to 
tc recommend it to thy Chriſtian Acceptanice 3 ſome of 
te us having uſed it 8 with great Comfort and Satis- 
4 faction. Preface to that Verſion of David's Palms, 
cc commonly called the Scotch Verſion, printed i in Landon, 
9 1693, ſubſcribed by The. Manton, D. D. Henry Lang- 
&« ly, D. D. Jobn Omen, D. D. VV. Jenn, Thomas 
& Watſon, Ja. Innes, The. Lye, Mat. Pogle, Je. 2 
& ward, Jobn Cheſter, George Cockayn,. Mat. . Mea 
c Robert Franklin, Tho. Dooelitile, Tho. Vincent, 7 oh. . 
cc Ryther, Will. Thomſon, Nico. Blakie, Charles Morton, 
LY Eam. Calamy, Will. Carſlake, James Janetay, Jon 
: C 2 * Hickes, 


( a0 ) 
& Hickey, John Baker, Ri. Mayo.” Again, I am in- 
formed by Mr. Pike, in the Preface to his Pſalms, that 
& this Verſion of David's Pſalms, is no other than Mr. 
* Roufe's Verſion, reviſed by the Aſſembly of Divines at 
« Weſtminſter, and ſent down to the Scotch Church, and 
ce by them again reviſed and approved; and the Uſe of 
6 jt was enjoined there by publick Authority, as it was 
ce alſo in England, to be ſung in all Churches, Chapels, 
c &c,” Again, Dr, Watts confeſſes, that the Way 
& of a cloſe Tranſlation of this whole Book of Hebrew 
5 Pſalms for Engliſh Pſalmody, has generally obtained 
among us.” See his long Preface to David's Pſalms imi- 
tated. Thus it is evident enough, that our Godly 


Forefathers believed that the Matter. and Senſe of Da- 


vid's Pſalms is the moſt proper and fit for Chriſtian 
Pſalmody; but Dr. Watts, in direct Oppoſition to the 
Command of God, and the Faith of our Godly Forefa - 
thers, builds his Work upon this Principle, viz. not 


that this, or that, or the other Verſion of David's Pſalms, 


is improper for Chriſtian Pſalmody, but that the very 
Word of God, the Matter and Senſe of the Hebrew 
Pſalter, is very improper for Chriſtian Pſalmody. Now 
why ſhould I forſake the good old Way, in which our 
Godly Forefathers worſhipped God, to follow one ſingle | 
Man, eſpecially ſince I am commanded to follow them, 
who through Faith and Patience are now inheriting the 
Promiſes ; for what is Religion, but to fear God, and 
keep his Commandments, Eccl. xii. 13. or, as our Godly 
Forefathers have defined it: “ to have our created 
« Wills, ſteered and guided by the Rule, and Meaſure 
of the divine and uncreated Will, which is the ſu- 
te pream reaſon of all things.” With reſpe& to our Dy- 
ty in this, and all God's Ordinances, as alſo-the Danger 


there is in ſpeaking, or acting, againſt the revealed Will 
of God, I defire the Words of our Godly Forefathers 
may be conſidered. Mr. Henry obſerves | in his Notes on 


| that 
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that Text, Deut. iv. 2. Ye ſhall not add thereto any 
< invention of your own, under Pretence of making the 
« Ordinance either more ſignificant, or more magnifi- . 
« cent, nor diminiſh from it, under Pretence of | 
c it more eaſy and practicable, or of ſetting aſide . that 
<« which may be ſpared, but obſerve to do all that, and 
« that only, which God has commanded, we may then - 
„hope in our religious worſhip, to obtain the / divine 
Acceptance, when we obſerve the divine Appoint- 
« ment; God will have his own Work done in his own 
& Way.” — And elſewhere he ſays, Le ſhall not add 
& your own inventions, as if the divine Inſtitutions were 
it defective, &c.. nor ſhall ye diminiſh or ſet aſide any 
« thing that is appointed, as needleſs or ſuperfluous; 
6 God's Work is perfect, nothing can be put to it, or tas 
&« ten from it, but it makes it the worſe.” Eccl. iii. 14. 
Again he adds, God's Commands were the Way 
e they muſt keep in, the Rule they muſt keep to, they 
*« muſt govern themſelves by the moral Precepts, per- 
0 form their Devotion according to the divine Ritual, —» | 
He concludes his Diſcourſe, ver. 40. with this repeated 
Charge, Thou ſhalt keep his Statutes, and his Com- 
ic mandments, which I command thee. — What are Laws 
& made for but to be obſerved and obeyed?” Henry on 
Deut. iv. 2, 3. &. Another obſerves, that “ the great 
«Evil of Sin lies in this, that a Man doth his own Will, 
* and not the Will of God. Eph. ii. 3- fulfilling the 
& Will of the Fleſh, and of the Mind, In the moſt reli- | 
„ gious Duties, when Men take not God's Will for the 
© Rule, it is Will-worſhip ; Col. ii. 18. whereby Meg 
“ unlord the Law of God, making it of none Effect; 
& for if the Will of Man be ſet up, then the Will of 
„God is put out of its Dominion; therefore this is 
& their Charge, Amos iv. 5. this liketh you well, O Houſe 
M Iſrael; they took more Care what would pleaſe 
$6 W than what would pleaſe God, and what 
2 © was 


& gaints ought neither to ſpeak nor act againſt it. (i.) A 


———— _— —— — 1 ———— 


[ay 
« was agreeable to their Wills, than to his moſt juſf 
* and holy Will.” Mr. Strong, in his Book entitled, 
The Will of Man ſubjefied to the Will of Gad, p. 17. 
Mr. Strong adds, p. 312. When the Will of God is 
ec manifeſted, it is the Duty ef the Saints neither to 
« ſpeak nor act againſt it, they are to ceaſe from both. 
4 In the opening hereof I muſt ſhew firſt, that the 
« Will of God, as manifeſted, is to be the Rule of our 
« Wills and Ways, and here we are to conſider, (1.) 
No Man is to ſpeak or act according to his own Will. 
« It is a State of Sin that fulfils the Mill of the Fleſh, and 
« of the Mind. Eph. ii. 3. A Man's own Will, in Op- 
« poſition to the Will of God, is the Will of the Devil, 
& 2 Tim. ii. and the laſt; we are ſaid to be led captive 
te by him at his Will; this therefore cannot be a Rule 
« unto any Man either for ſpeaking or acting, but unto. 
« him who hath no other God but the God of this 
« World. Chriſt himfelf doth not make his Will the 
& Rule of his Actions. I came not i do mine own till, 
& but the Will of him that ſent me. Joh. vi. 38. The 
& Angels do not their own Wills, &c. (2.) It is the 
« Will of God as manifeſted that is the Rule of all the 


* 


dc Actions of the Creatures. Deut. xxix. 29. Things re- 


ce wealed are to us and our Children for ever. This is a 
& conſtant Rule of all their Motions for ever; there 
«will never be a Time in this World, when the Scrip- 
& ture, which is the Revelation of the Will of God, 


cc ſhall be laid aſide as of no uſe, for they belong unto 


ec us to do them. (3.) The Will of God is revealed 
cc and made known, both by his Word and by his 
& Works, &c. And there are three Things the Saints 
& have mainly to do in this Life: 1. To obey his Pre- 
ct cepts. 2. To believe his Promiſes. 3. To ſubmit to 
cc his Providences, &c. | 


c 2, This Will manifeſted, being the Rule of Duty, the 


co Man 


. 
Man muſt not ſpeak againſtthe Will. of God as manifeſted; 


not againſt his commanding Will. A Manmuft not diſpute = f 


„ any Command of God ; for God only ia the Lord of bis 


c own Law ; and therefore every Thought and Reaſoning . 
of ours, mult be brought into Subjecion thereunto, 2 


« Cor. x. 5. Here an implicit Faith is only neceſſary to obey 
<« when a Man ſees no Reaſon for it; therefore the Apoltle 


« condemns thoſe 1 Tim. vi. 5. perverſe. Diſputings of the 


Command of God, by Men of corrupt Minds, deflitute of 


ce the Truth. (2.) As the Saints muſt not ſpeak againſt the 
% Will of God, when it is manifeſted, fo Man: not 
act againſt it, . 61 

3. The Grounds of this Doctrine un hens: Dad. 


% Reaſon 1. The Will of God hath a Majeſty; and a 


„ Savereignty goes with it; for he is the great, the only 


6 Potentate, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords; none 
c governs by Will as an abſolute Monarch but himſelf;Gec. 


« and if there be a Sovereignty, then every Diſobedienee 
e unto this Wlll, and every Oppoſition againſt it, whether 

«in Word or Action, is Rebellion. 1 Sam. xv. 23. There 
7 is @ Rebellion againſt God, becauſe his Mill hath a $que- 
e reignty in ir, and bis Law is a royal Low. Therefore the 
& Lord calls the Bahylontans, who wer a diſobedient People, 


** tha Land of Rebels. Jer. I. 21, For to ſpeak or att againſt 
e ch ill of Gog as maniſfeſlad, is Rubellion again dl | 


be * Gord, Jex. xxviii. 16, c. 


Neaſon 2. There is an anbei de 4 2 


ce God ; for: his Will created all Things, Rev, iv. vers laſt, 


e“ and it is the ſame omnipotent Will that rules all 


« Things, Now, ſhall, a Creature ſpeak or act againſt 


« ſucha Will, and thereby become a Fighter againſt God. 
Ad v. 39. Suu ru be a . 2 


6 oppaſe 1. 
$6, [Reaſon 3. Thirdly, Wiatforverfond e 


« nes and a gainſaying Spier, the Saints of God-wult 


„ ab. 
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tt abhor; and when the Will of God is diſcovered, then 
to go againſt it, muſt needs proceed from a ſtubborn 
s and gainſaying People. hen the Hand of the Lord i 15 


&« lifted up, they will not fee. Iſa. xxvi. 11. 
& Reaſon 4. It is a great Evil in the Saints of God to be 


« heady. 2 Tim. iii. 4. To be heady, violent, haſty Men: 


'« when their Will is engaged againſt the Will of God, no- 


thing can ſtop them. 
« Reaſon 5. This makes a Man in God's Account to 


« become a Son of Belial; that ſignifies, as Hierom ob- 
<« ſerves, a Man that is without a Yoke, a lawleſs Man, 
«© a Name given to the Devil upon that Account, &c. On 
cc -what Ground doth God give a Man that Title? When 


« his Will is manifeſted, and thou oppoſeſt it, thou art be- 


« come a Child of Belial. It is a very remarkable Place, 


« x Sam. 10. laſt verſe. 
&« Reaſon 6. Laſtly, Thou wilt ſute!y Serif 1 in thy own 


* Oppoſition : he that either ſpeaks or acts againſt the 


„Will of God manifeſted, will periſh in his own Oppoſi- 
* tion. Jude 11. They periſhed in the Gainſaying of Corab. 
4 God had gloriouſly manifeſted his Will for Aaron, but 
% Crab and his Company will uſurp the Prieſthood; but 
cc now the Text faith they periſhed in that Gainſaying; 
4 80 Chriſt told Paul, it is hard for thee to kick againſt the 
« Pricks, This Author adds, by way of Uſe, 1 charge 
& you to take Notice of it; in all Things wherein God 
&« ſhall manifeſt his Will, do you look upon that Will, 
« both as ſacred and ſovereign; and therefore do not dare 
« to ſpeak or fight againſt it. Take Heed you be not 
4 found Fighters againſt God. Do not No ny vn 
„ God will have ſtand. | 
: «Firſt, Do not ſpeak. apainſt it it; the Apoſtle dach, the 
©& Tongue is a World of Evil, full of deadly Poiſon. It is 4 
« great Evil for a Man to be given over to a poiſoned 


* e ; the Fire of Hell is in that Man's Heart that 
« doth 


, 


(WE 
et doth fo conſtantly fire His T ongue. This is an Evil 
« that Godly Men may fall into, Men that otherwiſe are 
« of a meek and quiet Temper, Pſal. cvl. 32, &, Now 
there are Six Directions herein, &. 8 
« Direction 1. When the Will of God is matifeſted; 
ceaſe your Diſputings, ſilence your Reaſotings, &c. 
« this be enough to filence thee, which did the Lord Jeſus, 
« even ſo Father, fot ſo was thy good Pleaſure. Direct. 2, 
Direction 3. Thirdly, Ceaſe your Mocking ; filence 
© them too; the Aſſembly of Mockers is the worſt Society 
© of Men you can fall into, and the Chait of the Scorner 
* is the worſt Seat you can fit down in. Be not Mockers, 
* left your Bands be made ſtrong, Iſa. xxviii. 22. Truly 
% Mocking proceeds from a high Pitch of Pride, and Pride 
* goes immediately before a Fall. | | 
Direction 4. Fourthly, Silence your failing, reviling, 
e and bitter Speeches; David ſaith, ſome Mens Tongues 
« cut like a ſharp Razor; and that is a remarkable Place, 
& Pſal. Ixxiii. 9, They ſet their Mouths againſt Heaven, and 
© their Tongues run through the World, What is that 
« Their Mouths againſt Heaven; that is, faith a learne 
t“ Interpreter, when Men ſpeak proudly concerning God, ; 
« and the Things of God, the Ways of God, the Works 
« of God, and the Saints of God: They ſtretch their 
% Mouths againſt Heaven, and their Tongues run thr 
e the World; they have to do with all Perſons, with l - 
“ Employments; all the World over their Tongues walk. 
<< Solomon 1 remember faith, Prov. xiv. 3. In the Mouth of 
« the Fooliſh is a Rod of Pride; he never is without a Rod, 
< Tt is the Pride of a Fool that ſets his Tongue on work 
c to ſcourge the Perſons, and theit Actions, that are wiſer 
« than himſelf.” (Quæry. Is not this verified in that proud 
Saying: „Where the Jewiſh Pfalmiſt ſeems to mean 
<« the Goſpel ; but he was not able to ſpeak it plain, &e, 


« and longs for the Aid of a Chriſtian Poet.” — Has nog os 


the Poet ſpoke proudly concerning N | 


( a6 ) 


In ſaying, That the Hebrew Pſalter is very improper 
te to be the preciſe Matter and Style of our Songs in a 
$ Chriſtian Church.” — Has not the Poet in this 
ſcourged the Perſons and Actions that are wiſer and bet- 
ger than himſelf ?) But our Author adds, 

5 Secondly, Be admoniſhed not to act againſt it, wh 
5 God has manifeſted his Will; neither be thou an Aſ- 
c ſiſtant of thoſe that act againſt the revealed Will of ow 
& and to inforce it, take theſe Conſiderations. 

&« Met. 1, Firſt, let your Oppoſition and contrary Att. 
& ings be what it will be, when God bath manifeſted his 
| - Will, he will carry on the Work: If you make the 

c greateſt Oppoſition that Heaven or Earth can make, yer 
& he will carry it on, &c. 

& Mot. 2. Secondly, The more eminently the Lord has 
“% manifeſted his Will, the more Evil there is in thy Op- 
te poſition, and the greater the Hardneſs of thy Heart, when 
God's Will is manifeſted ſignally and in an eminent 
6 Way. 

„ Mot, 3. Thirdly, It is the greateſt Judgment that 
te can befal a Man in his acting for God, to be given over 
5 to engage againſt the manifeſt Will of God. It is the 
te Devil's Plague, though he knows this is God's Will, and 
5 he ſhall be worſted in it, ; 

„ Mot. 4. Fourthly, You will certainly, in a Way of 
#5 Oppoſition to God's Will, meet with your Deſtruction; 
© if thou art a Godly Man thou wilt meet with Judg- 
& ment, Iſa, xxvii. 4. Ibo is it, ſaith God, that ſets Bri. 
F* ars and Thorns in Battle againſt me? When God's Will 
ic is manifeſted, all Oppoſition is but as Briars and Thorns 
$f in Battle, God will go through and burn them at once; 
90 and let me tell you this, the Lord hath ſaid, all Iniguity 
6 ſhall flap ber Mouth, &c. 

„ Mot, 5. And for a Concluſion, Do not act againſt the 
Will of God; for if you ſubmit not to the Will of God 
* ; 6 one Thing, the Lord will L brighten the Judgment ups 

cc on 


/ 


(9) 

cc on you in another. If you will not ſubmit to Lokes of 

6s Wood, truly God will make you Yokes of Iron.” 
; | Dr 


POSTSCRIPT, 
TH E Chriſtian Poet frequently objects al the 


Pſalms of David, becauſe his Religion and the - 
Jewiſb Poets are fo different, but whether this Difference 
will be of any Service to the Cauſe of the Chriſtian Poet, 
we ſhall repreſent it, and leave all Men to judge; but 
what is Religion? It is to fear God and keep his m. 
mandments, Eccl. xii. 13. or, as our Godly Forefathers 
have defined it, “ to have our created Wills ſteered and 
e guided by the Rule and Meaſure of the divine and un- 

& created Will, which is the ſupream Reaſon of all 
« Things.” Well then, let us try the Religions of 
theſe Poets by that Part of the revealed Will 6f God we 
have written, Exod. xxiii, 13. And in all Things that I 
have ſaid unto you be circumſpef ; and make na Mention of 
the Names of other gods, neither let it be heard out of "thy © 
Mouth, The Jewiſh Poet, in Obedience to this Com- | 
mand ſays, he would not take the Names of other gods inte 
his Lips, Pſal, xvi, 4. but in direct Oppoſition to this 
plain and poſitive Precept, the Chriſtian Poet takes up 
the Names of other gods into his Mouth, ſuch as Urania, 


f Hymen, Venus, Cupid, &c. with many more of the Rab: 
* blement of Heathen Deities. See his Lyric Poems. 

b Again, when the Jewiſb Poet wanted Information, hes 

. invoked the Name of the true God, 1 Sam. xxiii. 1. 

11 but the Chriſtian Poet invokes the Names of Heathen 

18 Deities, when he was apprehenſive that his Poetry was 

3 only Illuſion; his Words are, Ah me, where roves my 

ty Fancy] what kind Dreams, croud with ſweet Violence 


on my waking Mind, perhaps Illuſions all ! Inform me, 
c Muſe, he adds, Tell me, Urania, how her Joys 

te heighten, and her golden Hours circle in Love. O 
- # ſtamp upon my Soul forms bliſsful Image of the fair 
| n 
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#4 deceaſed.” Ses bis Elegiac Thought on Ahne Warner,” 
Lyric Pomes p. 268. But who is Urania? WH A wood-" 
en Image, or one of the nine Muſes, or Heathen Deities, 
But who is the Muſe in the Senſe of the Chriſtian Poet ? 
Why, he tells us, it is a ſtrong Imagination; his Words 
are, « The Muſe, in the ancient Heathen Senſe, is ſup- 
ec poſed to be a goddeſs; but in the philoſophic Senſe it 
c can mean no more, than a bright Genius, with a 
ce warm and ſtrong Imagination, &c.” Ses his Improve- 


© ', oo Ah ener d 
i . 
4 - ry 
. * * 4 


ment of the Mind, p. 360. Now obſerve, the Heathens 3 


they invoked a wooden God, that could neither do good 
nor Evil, Jer. x. 5. The Chriſtian Poet, he ks his 
own ſtrong Imagination that can do Evil, and only Evil, 
yea Evil continually, Gen. vi. 5. but the Jewiſh Poet, he 
invoked the true and living God only. Now let any Man 
judge, whether the Difference of Religion, between theſe _ 
Poets, be any juſt Objection againſt David's Pſalms, 
Moreover, theſe Chriſtian Poets, many of them, as well 
as this Author, pretend to be great Lovers of Jeſus Chriſt 
but if they love him, and know him, why do they not | 
walk as he walked, x Joh. ii. 6. Did Jeſus Chriſt ever in- 
voke the Muſes ? Did Jeſus Chriſt ever inyc te Urania ? 
Did Jeſus Chriſt ever take up the Names of the Heathen | 
Deities into his Lips, ſuch as Hymen, Venus, C id, &c. 
Well, with reſpect to ſuch as are paſſed out of" Mme into 
Eternity, we have nothing to do with; but believe, that 
this and all Sin may be forgiven, if repented of; but to 
ſuch as are now living, both Writers and ſuch as take 
Delight and Pleaſure in reading fuch Books; where the 


Muſe is invoked, &c. they ſhall ſurely periſh except they 


repent. Luke xiii. 3. For tbe preach unto yo hut ye ſhould" 


turn from theſe Vanities, unto th. living God, which mad 
Heaven and Earth, and the Sea, and all ' Things that ard 
N Acts xiv. 15. b Salle 7 ; 


(193074 
THE END. b 
KT 


